
 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Ride-Along Program was established to provide civilians with an opportunity ride with an on-

duty patrol officers to observe real-life law enforcement situations and Departmental operations. A 

review of Duty Manual chapter S 1600 RIDE-ALONG PROGRAMS and the Ride-Along Program 

Form discovered changes necessary to bring them into alignment with best practices.   

 

In the past, a ride-alongs required two separate forms: the information form and the release of liability.  

The Ride-Along Program Form (201-13) was updated in October, 2021 and renamed as the “Ride-

Along Program Agreement and Release of Liability” form.  A copy is attached to this memorandum.  

Moving forward only this new version of the form shall be used and may be obtained at Central Supply 

or the BFO Officer-of-the-Day’s Office. 

 

ANALYSIS 

 

The Duty Manual has been revised to reflect changes described below.  Additions are shown in italics 

and underlined.  Deletions are shown in strike through form.   
 
 

R 1531  REQUEST FOR RIDE-ALONG WITH OFFICER (FORM 201-13 and 201 13b):  
Revised 11-22-21  
 
Prior to the ride-along, the requestor will complete and sign the Ride-Along Program 
Agreement and Release of Liability form (Form 201-13) and Ride Along Program 
Agreement and Release of Liability Form (Form 201 13b). When appropriate, the 
parent/guardian of the requestor will complete and sign the forms. Approval will then 
be granted by the officer’s supervisor and the watch commander. The requestor should 
be given the yellow copy and the original white portion of each form will be routed to 
the Crime Prevention BFO Administrative Unit. 
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S 1604  OBTAINING APPROVAL:  
Revised 11-22-21  

 
Officers will not pick up a person to ride along unless they have written approval from 
the watch commander or his their representative. Officer-initiated ride-alongs will 
normally be limited to six ride-alongs per shift and, whenever possible, the requests 
should be coordinated through the Crime Prevention Unit or BFO Administrative Unit.  

 
S 1605  CRIME PREVENTION UNIT COORDINATION OF ELIGIBLE PERSONS:  

Revised 11-22-21  
 
The following persons may be allowed to ride along with beat patrol officers, provided 
they have been processed and scheduled by the Crime Prevention Unit.  
 
• Any person of the age of 18 or older (male or female) who has never participated 

in the Ride Along Program and who has attended a "Ride Along Seminar" 
provided monthly by the Crime Prevention Unit.  

 

• High school students between the ages of 14 and 18, in coordination with the 
Crime Prevention Unit and their school. Students may ride in groups of three with 
a reserve officer on Friday and Saturday evenings only.  

 
• An Evergreen College or San Jose State Law Enforcement college student in 

coordination with uniform who has been scheduled through the Crime Prevention 
Unit (limited to those students enrolled in a course of study that requires multiple 
rides).  

 

S 1612 RECORDS CHECKS 
Added 11-22-21 

 
A preliminary records check shall be conducted on any civilian participating in the 
Ride-Along Program.  This records check shall include inquiry for any outstanding 
warrants, probation status, parole status, and criminal history.  Any person with an 
outstanding warrant, on active probation, or on active parole shall not be permitted to 
participate in the Ride-Along Program.  The on-duty watch commander will review the 
criminal history of any person requesting to participate in the Ride-Along Program and 
shall determine if the criminal history should preclude that individual from participation.  
In making this determination, the on-duty watch commander should consider the 
severity of the offense(s) and the time elapsed since the offense(s).   
 
It is the responsibility of the officer to which the ride-along is assigned to conduct the 
preliminary records check. The records check shall only be completed after the civilian 
has signed the Ride-Along Program Agreement and Release of Liability form (201-
13). 

 
 

 

 

 

 



ALL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 

SUBJECT: DUTY MANUAL REVISIONS: RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM 

November 22, 2021 

Page 3 

 

 

 

 

ORDER 

 

Effective immediately, all Department personnel shall adhere to the above Duty Manual sections. 

 

 

         
        Anthony Mata 

        Chief of Police 

 

AM:SD 

 

Attachment 1: Ride-Along Program Agreement and Release of Liability 
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Attachment 1: Ride-Along Program Agreement and Release of Liability 

 

 


